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Executive Summary 
The Morgantown metropolitan statistical area (MSA) economy is one of the most dynamic in the 
state. Indeed, the metropolitan area, which includes Monongalia and Preston counties, has posted 
job, inflation-adjusted per capita personal income, and population growth rates far in excess of 
the state average so far this decade.  
 
Job growth in the Morgantown MSA averaged 3.2 percent per year during the 2002-2007 period, 
far exceeding the state rate of 0.7 percent and the national rate of 1.1 percent.  Job growth was 
particularly strong in construction, with large new investments in residential, nonresidential 
(retail, commercial, hospital, and University-related expansions), and utility (Longview Power 
Plant) projects. The region has also posted strong job gains in manufacturing, in contrast to the 
state and the nation, with rising employment in pharmaceuticals and metal products contributing 
to the growth. The Morgantown MSA has also registered strong employment growth in leisure 
and hospitality; trade, transportation, and utilities; financial activities; health care; and 
government. This growth reflects the rising investment in the region, along with strong 
population gains. 
 
Inflation-adjusted per capita personal income growth has also been relatively strong in the 
metropolitan area, averaging 2.7 percent per year from 2000-2005, compared to 1.6 percent for 
the state and 0.8 percent for the nation. Strong job and income growth have contributed to solid 
population gains, with the metropolitan area adding about 3,500 residents during the last five 
years.  
 
The forecast calls for the region to continue to expand during the next five years, even as the 
nation falls into recession during 2008. The national recession is expected to be short and mild 
and thus causes local growth to decelerate but not stop. Job gains in the Morgantown MSA are 
expected to come primarily in the service-providing sector (health care; government; leisure and 
hospitality; and trade, transportation, and utilities) but the goods-producing sector contributes as 
well. Construction job growth continues to be strong locally, as the region continues work on 
commercial, retail, health-related, University, utility, and other government projects. 
 
Risks to the forecast include a more severe than expected national recession, which would 
contribute to slower growth locally as well. Further, strong expected growth in the Morgantown 
MSA means increasing pressure on the local transportation infrastructure. Upgrading the 
transportation infrastructure will continue to be a high priority locally. In addition, the region’s 
unemployment rate is forecast to remain low, which means that local employers will face stiff 
competition for labor, particularly as the baby boom generation begins to retire. 
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Morgantown MSA in Perspective 
The North Central Region is composed of six West Virginia counties: Doddridge, Harrison, 
Marion, Monongalia, Preston, and Taylor. For statistical reporting purposes, these counties are 
grouped by the federal Office of Management and Budget into labor market regions of two types: 
metropolitan and micropolitan. Metropolitan areas are defined around cities with at least 50,000 
residents. Micropolitan areas are defined around cities with at least 10,000 (but less than 50,000) 
residents. Monongalia and Preston counties form the Morgantown metropolitan statistical area 
(MSA), Doddridge, Harrison, and Taylor counties make up the Clarksburg micropolitan area, and 
Marion County is the Fairmont micropolitan area. Figure 1 shows the composition of the North 
Central Region. 
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Figure 1 
North Central Region
PCPI* Population Unemp. Rt.
Region 2005($) 2006e 2007(%)
North Central Region 27,412 3.8
Morgantown MSA 28,058 3.3
Clarksburg MicroSA 26,928 4.4
Fairmont MicroSA 26,891 4.1
West Virginia 26,419 4.6
U.S. 34,471
264,350
115,136
92,508
56,706
1,818,470
299,398,484 4.6
*PCPI is Per Capita Personal Income
 
 
Table 1 displays economic indicators for the North Central Region by county and statistical area. 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the estimated population for the North Central Region was 
264,350 during 2006.  The Morgantown MSA had an estimated population of 115,136, or 43.5 
percent of the North Central Region's population.  The Morgantown MSA displayed an annual 
average population growth rate of 0.6 percent during the 2001 to 2006 period, which significantly 
contributed to the North Central Region's growth rate of 0.4 percent. The Clarksburg and 
Fairmont MicroSAs population grew at a slower rate, 0.2 percent, than the North Central Region. 
West Virginia had an annual average population growth rate of 0.2 percent during the 2001 to 
2006 period, which is slower than the nation's 1.0 percent annual average growth rate. 
 
  Morgantown MSA Outlook 2008-2012     3 
Value of Nonfarm Median
New Const. Job Unempl. Household Educational
Contracts Growth Rate Income Attainment
Census Av. An. G.R. Median Age Mil. $ Av. An. G.R. Av. An. G.R.
2006e 2001-2006(%) 2000 2007 2005($) 2000-2005(%) 2002-2007(%) 2007(%) 1999($) 2000(%)
Doddridge, W.Va. 7,459 0.0 38.7 2.5 19,401 3.0 0.3 4.8 26,744 10.2
Harrison, W.Va. 68,745 0.2 39.2 246.2 29,135 3.9 0.6 4.2 30,562 16.3
Marion, W.Va. 56,706 0.2 39.9 31.3 26,891 3.7 1.5 4.1 28,626 16.0
Monongalia, W.Va 84,752 0.6 30.4 1,733.5 29,742 5.0 3.4 3.0 28,625 32.4
Preston, W.Va. 30,384 0.7 39.1 20.8 23,319 4.9 2.0 4.1 27,927 10.8
Taylor, W.Va. 16,304 0.2 39.1 7.8 21,068 4.2 -1.2 4.8 27,124 11.3
Clarksburg MicroSA 92,508 0.2 -- 256.4 26,928 3.9 0.4 4.4 -- 14.9
Fairmont MicroSA 56,706 0.2 -- 31.3 26,891 3.7 1.5 4.1 -- 16.0
Morgantown MSA 115,136 0.6 -- 1,754.3 28,058 5.0 3.2 3.3 -- 26.0
North Central Region 264,350 0.4 -- 2,042.0 27,412 4.3 2.0 3.8 -- 19.6
West Virginia 1,818,470 0.2 38.9 4,234.0 26,419 3.8 0.7 4.6 29,696 14.8
U.S. 299,398,484 1.0 35.3 -- 34,471 2.9 1.1 4.6 41,994 24.4
Population data are estimates from U.S. Census Bureau 
Value of new construction contracts data are from FW Dodge. Morgantown MSA data sponsored by Clear Mountain Bank.
U.S. employment data are from the BLS -  labor force data.
Per capita personal income data are from the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. 
Median household incomes are from the U.S. Census Bureau.
Nonfarm Job data is from BLS and Workforce WV.
Educational Attainment measures the percent of the population above age 25 that has earned a bachelor's degree or higher from Census 2000.
Table 1
North Central Region Selected Economic Indicators by County 
Per Capita
Population Personal Income
 
 
 
Every county in the North Central Region demonstrated a positive net migration between April 1, 
2000 and July 1, 2006, with Monongalia County adding the most, 1,557 residents. Monongalia 
County was the only county in the North Central Region to add residents from natural increase 
(more births than deaths). 
 
In addition to population growth it is beneficial to look at the age of the population when studying 
the demographics of the North Central Region. Monongalia County posted a median age of 30.4 
years in 2000, which was the only county in the region to be lower than the nation's median age 
of 35.3 years. On the other end of the spectrum, Marion County had the highest median age in the 
region at 39.9 years. West Virginia's median age was 38.9 years in 2000. 
 
 While population growth and age are important economic indicators, it is also important to 
consider human capital, typically measured by the percentage of the population over the age of 25 
that holds at least a bachelor's degree. Monongalia County displayed the highest rate of 
educational attainment in 2000, primarily due to the location of West Virginia University, of any 
county in the North Central Region (and the state) at 32.4 percent. Doddridge County displayed 
the lowest educational attainment with 10.2 percent. The North Central Region registered a 
college-level educational attainment rate of 19.6 percent, which drops by 5.0 percent when 
Monongalia County is not included. The comparable national rate in 2000 was 24.4 percent. 
 
One of the most important economic indicators shown in Table 1 is per capita personal income 
(PCPI), in other words personal income that has been adjusted for population. 
Personal income includes earnings from work (wages and salaries), asset income (dividends, 
interest, and rent), and transfer income (Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and welfare 
payments). The North Central Region had a PCPI of $27,412 during 2005. The Morgantown 
MSA had a PCPI of $28,058, which made it the largest contributor to per capita personal income 
of the North Central Region. The Morgantown MSA and North Central Region PCPI 
outperformed West Virginia's PCPI of $26, 419, while below the U.S. per capita personal income 
of $34,471 during 2005.  Monongalia County displayed the highest PCPI, $29,742, in the region, 
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followed by Harrison County at $29,135. Doddridge County displayed the lowest PCPI, $19,401, 
followed by Taylor County at $21,068.  The Clarksburg and Fairmont MicroSAs had a PCPI of 
$26,928 and $26,891, respectively. 
 
Median household income is another way to measure income performance in West Virginia. The 
median household income does not include Medicare or Medicaid receipts. West Virginia had a 
median household income of $29,696, which was $12,298 lower than the nation. Harrison County 
exhibited the highest median household income of any county in the North Central Region during 
1999 at $30,562. 
 
 The total value of new construction contracts for the Morgantown MSA reached an 
unprecedented $1.75 billion during 2007. The majority of this large figure stems from the 
groundbreaking of the future Longview power plant in Monongalia County. The total value of 
construction starts in Monongalia County was $1.73 billion, but the power plant, gas, and 
communication sector (including the Longview Power Plant) accounted for $1.58 billion or 
approximately 90 percent of total construction starts in Monongalia County.  Harrison County 
displayed $246.2 million during 2007, which 81.0 percent stems from the hospitals and other 
health treatment sector, in particular the construction of the new United Hospital Center. The 
Fairmont MicroSA had $31.3 million in construction starts during 2007, which is down 8.0 
percent from last year.  
 
The unemployment rate varies throughout the counties of the North Central Region. Monongalia 
County illustrated the lowest unemployment rate during 2007 at 3.0 percent, while Doddridge and 
Taylor County shared the highest rate of 4.8 percent. The Morgantown MSA had an 
unemployment rate of 3.3 percent, which is lower than the West Virginia and U.S. unemployment 
rate of 4.6 percent. The North Central Region also displayed an unemployment rate lower than 
the state and nation at 3.8 percent. The Clarksburg and Fairmont MicroSAs had unemployment 
rates of 4.4 and 4.1 percent, respectively. 
 
 Figure 2 displays the employment shares for the Morgantown MSA, West Virginia, and the 
nation during 2007. Government accounted for the largest portion of the Morgantown MSA (27.3 
percent) due to West Virginia University, as well as the federal installations located in the region, 
such as NIOSH in Morgantown and federal prisons in Preston County. Education and health 
services was the second largest employment share in the Morgantown MSA at 19.2 percent due to 
the high density of hospitals in the region, including WVU hospitals and Monongalia General 
Hospital. The Morgantown MSA and West Virginia had a relatively low share, compared to 
nation, for the professional and business services, financial activities, and manufacturing. West 
Virginia and the U.S. demonstrated a relatively higher share of trade, transportation, and utilities 
then the Morgantown MSA. All three regions had a comparatively low share of information and 
natural resources and mining. 
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Figure 2
Morgantown MSA
Employment Shares* Compared To The State
And Nation For 2007
*Employment shares are based on nonfarm employment data.  
 
Recent Developments 
Figure 3 shows average annual job growth for the Morgantown MSA, West Virginia, and the 
United States. The Morgantown MSA (3.2 percent) posted very strong job growth during the 
2002 to 2007 period compared to the state (0.7 percent) and the nation (1.1 percent).  
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Figure 3
Morgantown MSA
*Annual Job Growth: 2002-2007
*Annual job growth is based on non farm payroll data.  
 
The 6.1 percent employment growth in construction is consistent with the large amount of new 
construction contracts in Monongalia County.  The level of growth in construction can be put into 
perspective when compared to the state and national construction employment growth of 3.5 and 
2.5 percent, respectively.  
 
Strong construction jobs growth in the Morgantown area has been reflected in strong gains in the 
value of construction starts, measured by FW Dodge. Indeed, the total value of construction starts 
in Morgantown rose at an annual rate of 22.7 percent per year from 2002 to 2007 (removing the 
impact of the investments in Longview Power Plant and Fort Martin, which bump the 22.7 
percent annual rate to 88.6 percent per year). Without the Longview and Fort Martin investment, 
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nonbuilding contracts in the Morgantown area have increased just 2.1 percent per year, while 
nonresidential contracts rose by 33.0 percent per year during the last five years. 
 
The value of residential contracts has also risen strongly during the last five years in 
Morgantown, rising at an average annual rate of 29.7 percent per year. That is nearly triple the 
state rate of growth of 10.9 percent per year during the 2002-2007 period. The Morgantown MSA 
also experienced a strong increase in the value of residential starts in 2007 compared to 2006, 
which bucked the state trend. Indeed, at the state level the value of residential starts fell by 22.9 
percent in 2007 compared to 2006, due to a large decline in activity in the Eastern Panhandle.  
 
The increase in residential activity in the Morgantown area was due to a surge in mutli-family 
activity, designed in part to meet the needs of a rising student population, as the number single 
family units started declined by 28.3 percent from 2006 to 2007. This is evidence that the local 
housing market is feeling some of the effects of the national housing correction. 
 
The national housing correction is also making its presence felt in house price appreciation.      
According to the Office of Federal Housing Enterprise Oversight (OFHEO), single-family house 
prices increased at an average annual rate of 4.8 percent in the Morgantown MSA from the fourth 
quarter of 2006 to the fourth quarter of 2007. That is slightly above house price appreciation 
posted during 2006, but well below the 18.8 percent rate during 2005. 
 
House price appreciation for the United States was even slower last year at 0.8 percent, compared 
to 5.9 percent in 2006 and 11.7 percent during 2005. House price appreciation slowed last year 
for West Virginia as well, at 3.0 percent, compared to 5.4 percent in 2006. However, the most 
dramatic decelerations in house price appreciation have come in the metropolitan areas including 
West Virginia’s Eastern Panhandle. Indeed, the Winchester MSA (-3.2 percent), Washington 
MSA (-2.9 percent), and Hagerstown-Martinsburg MSA (-1.9 percent) each posted outright house 
price declines during the last year. 
 
The Morgantown MSA generated 6.4 percent employment growth for the leisure and hospitality 
sector, which was significantly more than West Virginia's 2.2 percent and the nation's 2.4 percent 
during the last five years. This sector includes hotels/motels, restaurants and bars, as well as local 
video lottery establishments, and reflects the large increase in investment across all major 
categories of this sector during the past five years. 
 
Figure 3 also shows that the Morgantown MSA is growing faster than West Virginia and the 
nation in the manufacturing, trade, transportation, and utilities, and financial activities sectors. 
The Morgantown MSA had an annual average employment growth rate of 3.2 percent in 
manufacturing during the 2002 to 2007 period, while West Virginia and the U.S. lost jobs at rates 
of -2.9 and -1.9 percent, respectively. In trade, transportation, and utilities the Morgantown MSA 
had a growth rate of 3.9 percent surpassing the state and national growth rate of 1.0 and 0.9 
percent, respectively. The Morgantown MSA exhibited an annual average growth rate of 3.7 
percent in the financial activities industry, while West Virginia has a negative growth rate of -0.7 
percent and the U.S. had a growth rate of 1.2 percent. 
 
However, not all sectors in the Morgantown MSA registered employment growth above the West 
Virginia and national rates. Natural resources and mining in the Morgantown MSA lost jobs 
during the 2002-2007 period, in contrast to strong job growth for the state and the nation. In 
addition, job growth in the professional and business services sector was slower in the 
Morgantown MSA than for the state and the nation.  
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Per capita personal income (PCPI) growth is another economic indicator that can be used to 
evaluate a regions performance. The Morgantown MSA exhibited an annual average PCPI 
growth of 5.0 percent between 2000 and 2005, which surpassed the PCPI growth of West 
Virginia (3.8 percent) and the United States (2.9 percent). The higher PCPI growth rate allows the 
Morgantown MSA to close the difference in per capita personal income with the U.S. The North 
Central Region also outperformed the state and nation with a PCPI growth rate of 4.3 percent. 
 
Forecast: 2008-2012 
The outlook for the Morgantown MSA depends in part on the outlook for the national economy. 
Thus, before discussing the Morgantown MSA forecast, we must set the stage by describing the 
outlook for U.S. economic growth. Table 2 summarizes the U.S. forecast by Global Insight, a 
large economic consulting and forecasting firm. 
 
The national forecast calls for the U.S. economy to fall into recession during the first half of 
2008, but to rebound during the second half of the year and into 2009. The forecast calls for real 
GDP to decline by 0.2 percent from the fourth quarter of 2007 to the second quarter of 2008 and 
for employment to drop at a similar rate. The national unemployment rate is forecast to rise from 
4.8 percent in the last quarter of 2007 to 5.6 percent by 2009. Overall, the forecast is for a short 
and mild national recession. 
 
Real GDP growth, our most comprehensive measure of national economic activity, is expected to 
decline from 2.2 percent in 2007 to 1.4 percent in 2008 on an annual average basis. Thus, the 
expected rebound in the second half of the year is sufficient to erase the losses of the first half. 
Then the forecast calls for real GDP growth to increase through 2011 attaining 3.2 percent, and 
then slightly declining to 2.7 percent in 2012. Industrial production growth is expected to follow a 
similar pattern declining from 1.9 percent in 2007 to 0.6 percent in 2008, then increasing each 
year through reaching 3.2 percent in 2011. The Federal Budget deficit is expected to increase to 
$406 billion during 2008 then decline each year until reaching $229 billion in 2012.  
 
The federal funds rate, a benchmark overnight interest rate targeted by the Federal Reserve, is 
anticipated to decrease from 5.02 percent in 2007 to 2.35 percent in 2008. The significant decline 
in the federal funds rate is due to the Federal Reserve’s effort to stimulate growth and pull the 
national economy out of recession. Thereafter the federal funds rate is forecasted to steadily 
increase to 4.75 percent in 2011 and 2012.  
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Actual
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Real GDP 2.9 2.2 1.4 2.2 3.0 3.2 2.7
Industrial Production 4.0 1.9 0.6 2.1 3.0 3.2 1.8
Nonfarm Employment 1.8 1.1 0.3 0.7 1.3 1.6 1.3
Nominal Personal Income 6.6 6.2 4.1 4.4 5.1 5.6 5.7
Personal Consumption Deflator 2.8 2.5 2.4 1.7 1.8 1.8 1.9
Real Export Growth (GDP Basis) 8.4 7.9 7.9 7.9 7.6 6.9 6.2
Real Import Growth (GDP Basis) 5.9 2.0 0.8 4.0 5.6 6.3 5.5
Housing Price Growth 1.3 -2.1 -7.8 -3.0 2.4 3.8 3.7
    Average, Existing Houses
Unemployment Rate 4.6 4.6 5.3 5.6 5.5 5.1 4.9
Federal Funds Rate 4.96 5.02 2.35 2.72 4.48 4.75 4.75
30-Year Fixed Mortgage Rate 6.42 6.33 5.06 5.57 6.83 7.05 7.05
Federal Budget Surplus -248 -163 -406 -336 -323 -252 -229
    (Unified Basis)
Trd.Wtd. Value of U.S. Dollar 0.812 0.767 0.706 0.715 0.719 0.725 0.734
    vs Major Trading Partners (2000=1.000)
Oil - West Texas Intermediate 66.12 72.18 78.53 74.33 74.02 73.42 72.27
   ($ per barrel)
Key Prices
Percent
Billions of Dollars (FY)
Table 2
U.S. Forecast
Global Insight, February 2008
Years
Annual Percent Change
Forecast
 
  
The nationwide housing correction has already slowed construction activity considerably by 
2008. In addition, the subprime mortgage crisis made lending institutions less able and willing to 
give out loans, which resulted in the credit crunch. The effects of the credit crunch and the 
housing correction on the housing market are shown in Figure 4. Housing prices are expected to 
depreciate at the beginning of the forecast. Housing price growth is expected to decline from -2.1 
percent in 2007 to -7.8 in 2008. In 2009 housing prices are expected to decline at a slower rate (-
3.0 percent), after 2009 housing price growth is expected to be positive until the end of the 
forecast (3.7 percent). Housing starts follow a similar pattern to housing price growth. Housing 
starts are anticipated to decline from 1.3 million units in 2007 to 900 thousand units in 2008, the 
lowest point in recent years. Thereafter, housing starts are anticipated to increase yearly reaching 
1.7 million units in 2012. The 30-year fixed mortgage rate is expected to decrease to 5.06 percent 
in 2008, and then increase to 7.05 percent by 2011 and 2012. 
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Fall Through Mid-2008
Global Insight, February 2008
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The forecast calls for the U.S. dollar exchange rate with major trading partners to decline through 
2008. Beginning in 2009, the exchange rate is anticipated to slowly appreciate through the end of 
the forecast in 2012. The trend in the trade-weighted exchange rate makes it easier to understand 
the real growth in imports and exports. As the exchange rate rises, U.S. exports become relatively 
expensive to our major trading partners, while foreign imports become relatively cheaper for the 
U.S. consumers. For every year during the forecast real export growth is higher than real import 
growth, which implies a stabilized and gradually improving trade balance.  
 
Energy prices are another important factor in determining the growth of the U.S. economy. 
According to Global Insight, the West Texas Intermediate oil price is anticipated to fall 
significantly, from $90.50 in the fourth quarter of 2007 to the $75 per barrel range by 2009. 
Slower U.S. and world growth drives down demand for energy during the period. 
 
While the national economy is forecast to fall into recession during the first half of 2008, the 
Morgantown MSA is not, as Table 3 shows. The forecast calls for the Morgantown MSA to 
continue to generate new jobs, add new residents, and increase per capita personal income next 
year, and indeed during the next five years. However, job growth is forecast to decelerate 
somewhat in 2008, in response to the national slowdown. 
 
Figure 5 shows job growth by industry for the Morgantown MSA during the next five years. As 
the figure shows, job growth is expected to decelerate during the next five years, compared to the 
previous five year period. However, at 2.0 percent per year, expected job growth in the 
Morgantown MSA is nearly triple the expected state rate of 0.7 percent per year, and double the 
expected national rate. 
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Figure 5
Morgantown MSA
Annual Job Growth: History and Forecast
 
 
Job growth is expected to remain strong in construction, with continuing work on Longview 
power plant, as well as many other commercial and residential projects generates new jobs. 
Residential activity is likely to slow during the next five years, as the national housing correction 
causes lenders and builders to proceed more cautiously. Manufacturing job growth is forecast to 
slow during the forecast, to 0.3 percent per year, but that far exceeds growth for the state and the 
nation, where continued job losses are forecast. This reflects in part the concentration of 
pharmaceutical jobs in the region (Mylan Pharmaceuticals). 
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While the goods-producing sector (mining, construction, manufacturing) contributes to job gains 
in the Morgantown MSA during the next five years, the major of new jobs are expected to come 
in the service-providing sector. Health care employment is forecast to grow rapidly during the 
next five years, as investments in structures create new capacity in the region. Government jobs 
also rise quickly, in part driven by new federal prison construction in Preston County. 
 
Trade, transportation and utilities jobs continue to rise quickly in the Morgantown MSA, and far 
exceed the state and national rate of growth, which reflects new investments in the region in 
recent years. Leisure and hospitality jobs also continue to rise quickly as new hotels/motels and 
restaurants and bars come online to serve the region’s growing population. 
 
Professional and business services jobs are also expected to continue to grow during the 2002-
2007 period, although employment in this sector stabilizes during 2008 as the national economy 
slows significantly. Job gains in financial activities are forecast to slow significantly during the 
next five years, as the sector deals with slowing residential construction activity. 
 
Strong job gains in the Morgantown MSA during the next five years drive solid gains in inflation-
adjusted per capita personal income. The forecast calls for real per capita personal income in the 
Morgantown MSA to rise by 2.7 percent per year, which exceeds the expected growth rate for the 
state (2.0 percent) and the nation (2.1 percent). 
 
Job and income gains, in turn, contribute to strong population gains in the Morgantown MSA 
during the next five years. Indeed, the Morgantown MSA is forecast to experience population 
growth of 800 residents per year during the next five years, which translates into an annual 
growth rate of 0.7 percent. That growth rate is more than triple the expected state rate (0.2 
percent) and is close to the national rate of 0.9 percent. 
 
In addition, continued strong job growth contributes to a very tight local labor market, 
characterized by very low unemployment rates during the forecast period. Indeed, Morgantown 
MSA unemployment rate remains well below 4.0 percent during the 2008-2012 period. That is 
well below the expected state and national unemployment rates during the next five years. This 
suggests that employers in the Morgantown MSA will have to work hard to attract and retain 
employees. 
 
The Morgantown MSA is likely to remain one of the fastest growing regions of the state during 
the next five years. That means increasing congestion on the region’s transportation 
infrastructure. Thus, the region will continue to face pressure to upgrade the transportation 
network and alleviating this pressure will likely require considerable political creativity in order 
to design a funding source that will be perceived as fair by local citizens. 
 
Growth will also put pressure on employers to attract and retain a skilled workforce, particularly 
after 2010, as the baby boom generation begins to reach retirement age in large numbers. These 
retirements will create job opportunities for young workers looking to work in the state.  
 
Finally, the Morgantown MSA is expected to weather a mild national recession without 
experiencing a downturn itself. However, a more severe than expected national downturn would 
reduce growth in Morgantown as well.  
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